MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FARE SELECTION COMMITTEE 2025-2026

Meeting Date: February 02, 2026

Venue: DOAA office

Member’s Present: Profs. Pritam Chakraborty, Soumya Ranjan Sahoo, Kallol Mondal, Malay K. Das, Sagar Chakraborty,
Abheejeet Mohapatra, Ashoke De

Special Invitee: Mr. Ayan Gupta, President, Students' Gymkhana

Agenda for Considerations:
e Revised timeline/eligibility criteria for Y20 (1% Sem) cohort
e Revised Travel Support Grant and Reimbursement Policy for FARE Programme.
e Amendment in Guidelines for Utilization of Research/Contingency Grant for The Purpose of Travel (UG / PG (including
PMRF)/ FARE)
e Students’ representative’s presence in the committee

The FARE Selection Committee (2025-26) discussed the above-mentioned agenda items and following recommendations are

made

¢ Revised Timeline/eligibility criteria for Y20(1%t Sem) cohort

The Committee deliberated in detail on a one-time extension of the thesis submission deadline for the Y20 (1st
Semester) cohort and recommended the following:

(a) A one-time exception will be granted to the Y20 (1st Semester) cohort, revising the thesis submission deadline
to February 28, 2026, considering the first registration in September 2020 for availing the full 12 months of
the FARE fellowship.

(b) From March 1, 2026, the Y20 (1st Semester) cohort will remain eligible for the FARE fellowship on a pro-
rata basis until the last date of late registration for the July 2026 semester. Beyond this date, both Y20 (1st
and 2nd Semester) cohorts will become ineligible for the FARE fellowship.

¢ Revised Travel Support Grant and Reimbursement Policy for FARE Programme

» Travel Support:
Travel support of up to ¥1,50,000 will be provided to all FARE Fellow after joining FARE Programme.
» Contingency Expenses:
Reimbursement of contingency expenses will be provided on a pro-rata basis, in accordance with applicable
norms
> Combined Cap on Travel and Contingency:
The combined total of travel support and contingency expenses is capped up to 1,50,000.

Note: At the end of the tenure of a FARE Fellow, whether by resignation or completion of the full term, the
entire eligible (combined Travel + contingency) fund will be calculated on a pro-rata basis for the duration

of the fellowship.



Amendment in Guidelines for Utilization of Research/Contingency Grant for The Purpose of Travel (UG
/ PG (including PMRF)/FARE)

All travel-related allowances, including registration fees, airfare (economy class), train fare (AC-II / AC-
III), visa fees, and other admissible travel-related expenses, shall be reimbursed only upon obtaining prior
approval for travel support. The prescribed travel support form must be duly submitted to secure such
approval.

Travel approval is not required solely for attending visa appointments. However, prior leave approval
from the competent authority and a valid No Objection Certificate (NOC) are mandatory. Reimbursement
claims shall be processed only upon compliance with these requirements.

Travel advance, whether for travel within India or abroad, may be sanctioned up to 80% of the approved
amount.

All travel reimbursement claims must be submitted in the prescribed format within 15 days of completion
of travel in cases where an advance has been drawn.

Per diem allowance may be claimed only for the duration of the event, with coverage extending to a
maximum of one day prior and one day after the event dates, provided the scholar is in transit on those
days.

The Committee further recommends that these rates be reviewed and revised on an annual basis, as deemed
necessary.

(1) For travel within India, the students/fellows are eligible for the following rates:

Domestic Travel — Hotel Expenses (India)

Aspect Existing Rules Existing PMRF Rules Proposed Rules

e BT/BS/MTech/MSR: % 900 or Actual bills,

Hotel % 2,438 or Actual bills whichever is lower

Not Provided

Reimbursement whichever is lower e PhD/FARE/PMRF: X 2,800 or Actual bills,

whichever is lower

Domestic Travel — Food / Daily Allowance

Aspect Existing Rules Existing PMRF Rules Proposed Rules
Allowance %1000 DA with proper %1,000 DA / actual food bills, e BT/BS/MTech/MSR: % 1,000
type bills whichever is lower e PhD/FARE/PMRF: % 1,100
Local Conveyance (India)/ Local Travel withing City

Aspect Existing Rules Existing PMRF Rules Proposed Rules (Non-AC taxi )

e BT/BS/ MTech: % 250 / day
e PhD/FARE/PMREF: % 400 / day

or actual bills/self- certified claim,

Eligibility Not Provided Actuals (restricted routes) whichever is lower.

The self-certified claim should clearly
indicate the period of travel, vehicle
number, etc.




(2) For international events or conferences, reimbursement of expenses shall be made either on an actual basis
or as per the applicable daily allowance, whichever is lower, and shall be subject to the approval of the
Competent Authority.

Scholars, including PMREF scholars, shall be eligible to claim allowances only for the duration of the event,
with coverage extending to a maximum of two days prior to and two days after the event dates.

International Travel — Daily Allowance (Financial Ceiling): The applicable daily allowance shall be
governed by the Government of India, Ministry of External Affairs (FD Section) Office Order No.
Q/FD/695/03/2000, dated 25 September 2023. The detailed rates are provided in Annexure-I.

Region Existing Rules | Existing PMRF Rules Proposed Rules

BT/BS/ MTech/MSR: 0.75% of rate / day
PhD/FARE/PMREF: As per rate / day
BT/BS/ MTech/MSR: 0.75% of rate / day
PhD/FARE/PMREF: As per rate / day

Asia (excl. Japan), Africa | Not specified USD 100/day

Europe / USA / Australia /
Japan / South America

Not specified USD 150/day

No allowance is permissible if full hospitality is provided by the organizers/host institute. If the organizers reimburse
boarding and lodging expenses, then no allowance is admissible.
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% Student’s representative’s presence in the FARE committee

The Committee deliberated extensively on this matter and expressed reservation on the presence of student members
in selection processes or other critical decision-making matter, as it would compromise the integrity and confidentiality
expected of Post-doc level selection processes globally, including IITK. It was also pointed out that the student is
eligible for FARE after submission of PhD thesis, and in spirit, FARE is nearly equivalent to Postdoc. Hence it should
be considered as a service.

However, the Committee agreed on the presence of a student representative as a special invitee during policy related
discussion whenever deemed appropriate.
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